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1 Introduction to Art Appreciation 
• Studio Structures (Journal Drawing, 

Demonstration, Independent Work, 
Assessment) 

• Pre-Instruction Benchmark Testing 
• Introduction to Portfolio Creation 

21 Discovering the Principles of Design 
• Introduction to the Principles of 

Design 
• Apply the Principles of Design to 2D 

compositional exercises. 

2 Introductory Drawing 
• Step-by-Step Drawing Exercises  
• Focus: Blending Value and the 

Illusion of Form 
• Introduction to the Visual Arts 

Journal 

22 Exploring Contrast 
• 2D Compositional Exercises  
• Media Exploration 
• Create a 2D Work of Art with a focus 

on the Elements of Art and the 
Principle of Contrast 

Supplementary Concepts: Historical and 
Cultural Connections 

3  Discovering the Elements of Art 
• Introduction to the Elements of Art 
• Apply the Elements of Art to 2D 

compositional exercises. 

23 Exploring Contrast 
• Create a 2D Work of Art with a focus 

on the Elements of Art and the 
Principle of Contrast 

Supplementary Concepts: Historical and 
Cultural Connections 

4 Exploring Color Theory 
• Introduction to the Color Wheel and 

Color Theory 
• Compositional Exercises Exploring 

Color Theory 
Supplementary Activities: Collaborative Art 
Making Experiences 

24 Exploring Proportion and Emphasis 
• Create a 2D work of art with a focus 

on the Elements of Art and the 
Principles of Proportion and 
Emphasis. 

Supplementary Concepts: Historical and 
Cultural Connections 

5 Applying Color Theory 
• Create a work of art with a focus on 

the application of Color Theory. 
 
 
Supplementary Activities: Collaborative Art 
Making Experiences 

25 Exploring Proportion and Emphasis 
• Create a 2D work of art with a focus 

on the Elements of Art and the 
Principles of Proportion and 
Emphasis. 

Supplementary Concepts: Historical and 
Cultural Connections 

6 Applying Color Theory 
• Create a work of art with a focus on 

the application of Color Theory. 
 
 
Supplementary Activities: Collaborative Art 
Making Experiences 

26 Exploring Proportion and Emphasis 
• Create a 2D work of art with a focus 

on the Elements of Art and the 
Principles of Proportion and 
Emphasis. 

Supplementary Concepts: Historical and 
Cultural Connections 
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7 History of the Arts and Culture Unit 1 
• 2D Compositional Exercises and 

Media Exploration 
• Create a thematic work of art with a 

focus on art history and world 
cultures. 

27 Exploring Balance and Repetition in 3D Art 
• 3D Media Experimentation 
• Create a 3D work of art with a focus 

on the Elements of Art and the 
Principles of Balance and Repetition. 

Supplementary Concepts: Historical and 
Cultural Connections 

  History of the Arts and Culture Unit 1 
• Create a thematic work of art with a 

focus on art history and world 
cultures. 

28 Exploring Balance and Repetition in 3D Art 
• Create a 3D work of art with a focus 

on the Elements of Art and the 
Principles of Balance and Repetition. 

Supplementary Concepts: Historical and 
Cultural Connections 

9 History of the Arts and Culture Unit 2 
• 2D Compositional Exercises and 

Media Exploration 
• Create a thematic work of art with a 

focus on art history and world 
cultures. 

29 Exploring Balance and Repetition in 3D Art 
• Create a 3D work of art with a focus 

on the Elements of Art and the 
Principles of Balance and Repetition. 

Supplementary Concepts: Historical and 
Cultural Connections 

10 History of the Arts and Culture Unit 2 
• Create a thematic work of art with a 

focus on art history and world 
cultures. 

30 Closure to Art Appreciation 
• Course Material Review 
• Self-Assessment 
• Portfolio Review and Critique 
• Final Benchmark Testing 



Time Frame Semester 
Topic 

Elements of Art 
Essential Questions 

What are the Elements of Art? 

How can artists use the Elements of Art to skillfully create a work of art that is either realistic, 
abstract, or non-objective?  

Where are the Elements of Art present in nature, constructed environments, and masterworks of 
art? 

Enduring Understandings 
The Elements of Art are known as line, shape, color, form, texture, value and space. These elements 
are the essential building blocks of every work of art. 

Skillful application of the Elements of Art is essential for successful visual communication and the 
development of refined craftsmanship. 

Alignment to NJSLS 
NJCCS: VPA.1.3.8.D.CS1, VPA.1.3.8.D.1, VPA.1.3.8.D.6, 
VPA.1.3.8.D.CS5, VPA.1.4.8.A.CS6, VPA.1.4.8.B.CS3, VPA.1.1.8.D.1,  
 
NCAS: VA:Cr1.1, VA:Cr1.1.7, VA:Cr2.1, VA:Cr2.1.7, VA:Cr2.3.7, VA:Pr5.1 

Key Concepts and Skills 
Identify the elements of art as line, shape, color, form, texture, value and space. 

Create works of art with skillful application of the Art Elements. 

Use value to demonstrate the illusion of form on 2-D artwork. 

Understand and apply Color Theory to a work of art. 

Use form to create 3-D artwork. 

Prepare and present artwork for a portfolio or display. 

Use domain specific vocabulary in the construction of artwork. 

Learning Activities  
Create 2D artwork from guided drawing exercises that convincingly portrays basic human features, 
animals, natural environments, and constructed environments. 

Create compositional exercises using the Elements of Art both individually and collectively. 



Create 2D artwork that explores the abstraction of the Art Elements in realistic images. 

Create independent or collaborative 2D artwork that explores the elements of line, shape, color, 
value, and space. 

Create independent or collaborative 3D artwork that explores the elements of texture and form. 

Experiment with media and techniques to learn their properties during the construction of art work, 
culminating in the creation of art work in such categories as realistic, abstract, and non-objective. 

Use the portfolio model to create a body of work demonstrating a variety of thematic content. 

Identify and analyze the Elements of Art present in various masterworks of art through class 
discussion and written compositions. 

Assessments 
Artwork assessed on rubrics, class observation, google classroom posts, collaborative work, self-
assessment, guided discussions, media experiments, critiques, sketches, journal entries, essays, 
tests. 

21st Century Skills  
x Creativity x Critical Thinking x Communication x Collaboration 

 Life & Career 
Skills 

x Information 
Literacy 

x Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
Language Arts 

Reading  

Mathematics 

Technology 

Technology Integration 
Google Classroom as a platform for learning, Internet (research & references), Chromebooks & 
Personal Devices, Document Camera, Digital Sound Devices (i.e. music and audible instruction 
support), Photo Editing Applications & Software, Twitter (community interaction) 

 

 

 



Time Frame Semester 
Topic 

History of the Arts and Culture 
Essential Questions 

How do artists incorporate cultural beliefs into their artwork?  

How do groups pass down traditions through artwork? 

How does art help us understand the lives of people from different times, places, and cultures?  

How does the preservation of objects, artifacts, & artworks cultivate appreciation & understanding? 

Enduring Understandings 
Art is a universal language where artists use images, symbols, and words as a means of expressing 
culture, recording beliefs, and preserving traditions. 

Throughout history, the arts have provided means for individuals and communities to express their 
ideas, experiences, feelings, and deepest beliefs.  

People develop ideas and understandings of society, culture, and history through their interactions 
with and analysis of art. 

Objects, artifacts, and artworks collected, preserved, or presented communicate meaning and a 
record of social, cultural, and political experiences resulting in the cultivating of appreciation and 
understanding. 

Alignment to NJSLS & NCAS 
NJCCS: VPA.1.3.8.D.CS2, VPA.1.3.8.D.CS4, VPA.1.3.8.D.4, VPA.1.3.8.D.CS5, VPA.1.3.8.D.5, 
VPA.1.4.8.A.CS1 VPA.1.4.8.A.1, VPA.1.4.8.A.CS3 VPA.1.4.8.A.3, VPA.1.1.8.D.1, 
VPA.1.1.8.D.2  
 

NCAS: VA:Cr1.1, VA:Cr2.1, VA:Cr2.1.7,  VA:Cr2.3, VA:Cr2.3.7, VA:Pr6.1, VA:Pr5.1, 
VA:Pr5.1.7, VA:Cn10.1, VA:Cn10.1.7, VA:Cn11.1, VA:Cn11.1.7 

Key Concepts and Skills 
Analyze symbolism found in artwork from varied historical periods and cultures. 

Understand the relationship between arts and cultural habits. 

Identify patterns in the artistic behavior between various cultural groups and among historical eras. 

Study masterworks of art from diverse cultures and historical eras. 

Delineate the thematic content of multicultural artworks. 



Prepare and present artwork for a portfolio or display. 

Plan, design and create artwork, expressing thematic content of multicultural art work and art work 
from different historical eras using traditional methods, materials, elements and symbols. 

Learning Activities  
Compare and contrast various masterworks of art from diverse cultures using digital prints through 
class discussion and written composition. 

Identify elements of multicultural works of art that relate to specific cultural heritages through class 
discussion, group activities, internet research and the production of thematic multicultural artwork. 

Apply the physical properties, processes, and techniques for visual communication in multiple art 
media to the creation of original artworks. 

Use the portfolio model to create a body of work demonstrating a variety of thematic content. 

Describe the intellectual and emotional significance conveyed by the application of the elements of 
art and principles of design in different historical eras and cultures through group activities, class 
discussion and written compositions. 

Assessments 
Artwork assessed on rubrics, class observation, google classroom posts, collaborative work, self-
assessment, guided discussions, media experiments, critiques, sketches, journal entries, essays, 
tests. 

21st Century Skills  
x Creativity x Critical Thinking x Communication x Collaboration 

x Life & Career 
Skills 

x Information 
Literacy 

x Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
Social Studies 

World Languages 

Language Arts 

Reading 

Mathematics 

Technology 



Technology Integration 
Google Classroom as a platform for learning, Internet (research & references), Chromebooks & 
Personal Devices, Document Camera, Digital Sound Devices (i.e. music and audible instruction 
support), Photo Editing Applications & Software, Twitter (community interaction) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Time Frame Semester 
Topic 

Principles of Design 
Essential Questions 

What are the Principles of Design? 

How can the Principles of Design be incorporated into a work of art? 

How can artists experiment using the Principles of Design to create a variety of visual effects in a 
work of art?  

How and where are the Principles of Design present in nature, constructed environments, and 
masterworks of art? 

Enduring Understandings 
The Principles of Design are known as contrast, balance, emphasis, proportion, repetition, 
movement and unity. These principles are exemplified in the creation and composition of artwork. 

Artists and designers experiment with forms, structures, materials, concepts, media, and art-making 
approaches. 

The Principles of Design can be used as strategies for successful visual communication. 

The Principles of Design effectively demonstrate the purposeful application and organization of the 
Elements of Art. 

Alignment to NJSLS 
NJCCS: VPA.1.1.8.D.1, VPA.1.3.8.D.CS1, VPA.1.3.8.D.1, VPA.1.3.8.D.6, VPA.1.3.8.D.CS2, 
VPA.1.3.8.D.2, VPA.1.4.8.A.CS6, VPA.1.4.8.B.CS3, VPA.1.4.8.B.CS2, VPA.1.4.8.B.2  
 
NCAS: VA: Cr1.1.7, VA:Cr2.1.7, VA:Cr2.3, Cr2.3.7, VA:Pr5.1, VA:Re8.1 

Key Concepts and Skills 
Identify the Principles of Design as contrast, balance, emphasis, repetition, movement, proportion, 
and unity. 

Apply visual organizational strategies to design and produce a work of art that clearly 
communicates an idea. 

Create 2D and 3D works of art with the skillful application of selected Design Principles. 

Prepare and present artwork for a portfolio or display. 

Use domain specific vocabulary in the construction of 2D and 3D artwork. 



Learning Activities  
Participate in experimental exercises using of Principles of Design individually and collectively.   

Compare and contrast the application of the Principles of Design in various masterworks of art 
through class discussion and written compositions. 

Incorporate the principles of contrast, balance, emphasis, repetition, movement, proportion, and 
unity in the creation of 2D and 3D artworks, using a broad array of art media and art mediums to 
enhance the expression of creative ideas.  

Use select Principles of Design as a framework for creating artwork that is either realistic, abstract 
or non-objective. 

Assessments 
Artwork assessed on rubrics, class observation, google classroom posts, collaborative work, self-
assessment, guided discussions, media experiments, critiques, sketches, journal entries, essays, 
tests. 

21st Century Skills  
x Creativity x Critical Thinking x Communication x Collaboration 

 Life & Career 
Skills 

x Information 
Literacy 

x Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
Language Arts 

Reading 

Mathematics 

Technology 

Technology Integration 
Google Classroom as a platform for learning, Internet (research & references), Chromebooks & 
Personal Devices, Document Camera, Digital Sound Devices (i.e. music and audible instruction 
support), Photo Editing Applications & Software, Twitter (community interaction) 
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